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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
LEARNING MODELS 

Will distance learning actually be live lessons from their teachers or 
just Google Classroom? 
The lessons will include live opportunities with the teacher through 
Google Meet.   Resources will be shared with students through Google 
Classroom. 

With the teacher having to teach classroom, hybrid, and overflow, 
what happens when a student logs on late, needs assistance, has 
distractions in the background, etc?  
If a student logs on late or needs assistance, the teacher will do his/her 
best to catch the student up during individual practice and learning 
activities, similar to how they would do if a student came late to class.   

Regarding distance learning and a subject block, what happens if the 
child has a question during their independent learning period?  
During independent learning, teachers will provide guidance to students 
as to the best way to reach out for help.   Most times, students will use 
Google Classroom and post a private comment to the teacher.   

If school moves to remote learning, will there be an alternative to the 
scheduled remote learning in the event I cannot be available during 
the scheduled times? 
At this time, the options are for students to attend in-person or remote on 
the same schedules (traditional school-day times).   

If schools have to close and go remote for a while, how will the 
District make sure my child is learning?  
We will be using a live teaching component.   Formative (short term) and 
summative (long term) assessments will be used, along with check-ins 
with students.   Teachers will utilize a consistent set of tools with all 
students (Google Meet, Google Classroom, Google Drive, etc.). 

Will the teacher be the same for my child if I choose in-person 
learning vs. distance learning? 
Yes, teachers for in-person and distance learning will remain the same.   
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Will IB classes be accessible via distance learning? 
Yes, IB classes will be provided via distance learning.  

Will Chromebooks need to be brought to school everyday, or are they 
intended to be kept at home? 
Yes, district-issued devices should be brought to school on a daily basis.  

How will students on distance learning be given tests compared to 
their counterparts in school? Will students be required to attend 
school to take tests? 
The goal will be to have consistent assessments for students regardless of 
location.   Students will take these assessments from wherever they are 
learning (in school or at home).   This year, new approaches will be 
adopted to maintain the integrity and fidelity of the tests.  In all cases, we 
aim to allow students to demonstrate their understanding of course 
content and state standards through authentic assessments that may 
include but not be limited to: timed sessions, randomized questions, 
randomized answers, constructed responses, and varied question types.   

How will students on distance learning complete science labs?  What 
about seventh grade students in accelerated science? 
We will be using a program called Gizmos by Explore Learning, which 
allows students to complete digital labs online using simulations.   The 
New York State Education Department will allow digital simulations to be 
used in order to meet the 1200-minute lab requirement. 

If school has to close, will the teachers still report to school to 
continue the instructional and operational consistency?   
The decision to have teachers report to school during a closure will 
depend on guidance from the Governor and the Department of Health.   

If my son has technical difficulties logging into the live lesson, is 
there someone to call for help?  
Students or parents who have technical difficulties can contact the 
Helpdesk, posted on the front page of the district website. 

If a student is too sick to participate in distance learning, how can the 
work be made up? 
Work can be made up similar to how students make up work if they are 
sick from a traditional classroom.   Each teacher will provide guidance to 
students about making up work and assignments.   
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Will children who are taking 7th grade Regents classes be adversely 
affected if they are learning remotely? 
No, students who opt for distance learning will still be able to access the 
streamed portion of each lesson (Google Meet) and other handouts and 
resources (Google Classroom).   Students will be able to complete digital 
simulations in order to replicate the normal hands-on lab experience. 

A remote student can simply follow their schedule by entering 
Meets?   
Yes, students have to remember one schedule this year, as all classes will 
be available through Google Meet.   Teachers will guide students as to 
when to operate independently during lessons so that the students may 
mute their cameras and mics. 

When/how will incoming students be issued their school device? Will 
students be bringing these devices to and from school every day? If 
not, will students be assigned their own device to use in school? 
The district has purchased enough devices for all students and teachers, 
grades K-12. The distribution cycle will depend on the grade level.   The 
vision this year for students (and teachers) is to provide a device to all: 
• Grades K-7, iPads 
• Grades 8-12, Chromebooks 

Unfortunately, all districts are dealing with delays from Chromebook 
manufacturers, so the rollout of devices at the High School will be 
delayed for a couple of months.    Yet, we are positioned to provide a 
device to any student who does not have a device at home and will be 
Distance Learning to start the year.   When all equipment has arrived, the 
district will contact parents and students to arrange for distribution and to 
reclaim already-issued devices, if applicable.   

How will classes such as PE and Family and Consumer Science be 
handled for distance learning?  
Curriculum will be adjusted to accommodate social distancing 
requirements. Students will be appropriately distanced, and activities will 
be adjusted to meet all health and safety standards. In Physical 
Education.   There will be more of a focus on individual pursuits, rather 
than team sports or activities, as well as endeavors that require little or no 
equipment. 
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If distance learning, how will my Middle School child still participate 
in Band? Will that be done via Google Meet as well? Or will he be 
required to move to general music? 
Band will be held via Google Meet. It will not be the full band playing 
together in the traditional format, but instead will be in small 
instructional groups.  

If we already had a District Chromebook, do we need to swap that for 
an iPad?  What will be the process?   
The device will depend on the grade level.   This process is currently 
being developed by the school district.  

Will there be assistance in navigating a new device (Chromebook vs. 
iPad)? 
Yes, depending on the level, we offer different assistance to students.   At 
the elementary level, students learn about device usage, various APPS, 
and digital citizenship upon receipt of their iPad.   This year, students at 
the High School (and grade 8) will receive a Chromebook in the Fall.  
The onboarding process with Chromebooks will be a bit more seamless for 
students, as these devices are already part of the Google ecosystem of 
tools, and students are familiar with the experience.   Our IT team is 
poised to support students and staff alike with all new equipment.   

Will the lessons be recorded if a child cannot attend the live lesson? 
Will parents have knowledge of the week’s work ahead of time? No, 
for many reasons we will not record lessons at this time.   Students will 
learn of their upcoming lessons and assignments through Google 
Classroom. 

For students on distance learning, do they have to disconnect for the 
independent work portion of the lesson?   What if they have a 
question?   Teachers will guide students accordingly during Google Meet 
sessions.  It is likely that a teacher may simply ask students to mute their 
mic and camera when on a Google Meet, with direction to return at a 
given time.   The specific nuance of “connecting” in the virtual 
environment will be guided by each classroom teacher, based upon the 
lesson, level and discipline.  At any time, students can also use the private 
comment feature on Google Classroom to send a message to their 
teacher.   
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What learning platform will be used for remote teaching? Will it be 
Google Classroom? Canvas? Blackboard?   
Google Classroom will be our platform for in-person and distance 
learning.   As an extension of Google Classroom, teachers will work with 
students using Google Meet, Drive, Docs and other Google tools.   

When lessons are live streamed, will the children sitting in class also 
be videotaped, whereby those learning virtually at home will be able 
to see the other kids in class? Or will only the teacher be videoed?  
Our goal is to stream only the teacher, the teacher’s screen 
(screencasting), or other resources within the classroom (SMART IFP, 
manipulatives, etc.) deemed important to the lesson by the teacher.   

Should distance learning be implemented, how will the District 
ensure that appropriate parameters are in place for screen time?   
Right now, classes in the high school are scheduled for 70 minutes.   
Will that be adjusted if students are learning remotely?   
Our plan will be the same schedule for in-person or distance learning.  
Instruction will change to allow for screen breaks.   Additionally, the time 
allotted for changing classes, lunch, etc. will also present screen breaks.  
Teachers will guide students to “unplug” at strategic points in the lessons 
when students are able to work independently.   

How would Reading Recovery work if a parent chooses remote 
learning?   Where would it go on the schedule so that they wouldn’t 
miss an assignment from a core class like math? 
Reading Recovery is an early intervention program for a small number of 
first-grade students. Each building would have no more than 3-6 students 
in the program at any one time. Decisions on when to offer the program 
(whether onsite or distance learning) and the impact on the other 
components of a student’s instructional program would be discussed with 
parents before the student begins the program. Careful planning to ensure 
the least amount of disruption to the individual student’s instructional 
program would be undertaken. The classroom teacher, administration, 
and other ancillary support staff would also be included in this 
conversation. 
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How much of a disadvantage will it be for the kids who will be on 
distance learning?   My son is doing IB - how will it affect him?  
Students on distance learning will be attending school from home.  These 
students will be in the same classes with other IB students and will be 
connected to the IB teacher through Google Meets and Google 
Classroom.  This approach may work better for some students, but not as 
good for other students.   

How will the student on distance learning get handouts and   study 
materials? 
Teachers will share resources and handouts through Google Classroom.  

Will a student on distance learning be given Regents exams at home, 
or will they need to go to school to take these exams? 
We are awaiting guidance from the NYS Education Department on 
Regents examinations and Grades 3-8 Math and ELA exams.   

Are iPads individually assigned to a student for a school year?   Can 
students bring them home for homework? 
All district-issued devices are individually assigned and should be brought 
home each day to complete assignments and to access class materials. 

Can parents opt for a combination of in-person and distance 
learning?   For example, can students attend three days per week in-
person and two days from home?   
No, students and parents must commit to one option, as per the timeline, 
so that we have certainty in preparing our classrooms and facilities for the 
onsite audience of students.  This is vital for the safety and security of all 
students and staff members.   

If my child starts the year in-person, can I later decide I want 
distance learning?   Can I make this decision before the end of the 
first trimester/semester? 
Parents will be able to change their decision as per the district timeline:   
December 4th, 2020 for students in Grades K-5 (The End of Trimester 1) 
November 6th, 2020 for students in Grades 6-12 (The End of Quarter 1) 

Can kindergarten students attend school for half of the day, then be 
picked up to eat at home and attend rest of the day remotely? 
No.  Our kindergarten program is a full-day program.  Parents may elect 
to attend in-person or distance learning, but not a combination of both.   
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If I choose to keep my child home at times will there be remote 
learning on Google classroom or live classes on Google Meet similar 
to last Spring? Will my child be penalized if he/she does not attend 
school five days per week, but completes the work at home? 
Attendance will be taken daily; your child will need to attend school 
either in-person or through distance learning daily.   Parents are asked to 
make a decision in this regard through the survey sent home on 8/17.   

If a student is sick (non-COVID-19), can they participate in distance 
learning instead of being “absent?” 
Yes, students who are sick, with proper medical documentation, may 
participate in distance learning. 

If a student has been exposed to COVID-19 and has to quarantine, 
will the days out count as absences or can they log in from home and 
continue school work as long as they are not sick?  
They will not count as absences as long as they can log in from home, 
participate in the class and complete the course work, and as long as there 
is proper medical documentation. 

Can students who are home awaiting test results or clearance to 
return participate in distance learning? 
Yes, with proper medical documentation.
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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
PARENT CHOICE

Do I have the option to select in-person, distance learning, or 
hybrid?   How do I let the District know of my choice?   What is the 
deadline? 
The deadline to select in-person or distance learning is Friday August 21, 
2020.   Parents will inform the District of their decision via a parent 
survey.  These decisions will last through the first trimester in elementary 
school (December 4, 2020) and the end of the first semester in the MS 
and HS (November 6, 2020). 

Will there be a full remote option for kindergarten?   Does my child 
need a specific device?  
There will be a full remote option for Kindergarten, and the District will 
be providing iPads for all Kindergarten students.   

Can parents change their decision on in-person or distance 
learning?  How frequently can that decision be revisited? 
For elementary students, decisions can be changed at the end of Trimester 
1 (December 4) 
For MS and HS students, decisions can be changed at the end of Quarter 1 
(November 6)  

If we start the year in-person, can we switch to distance learning at 
any time? 
No. See above. 

Will the in-person school day be a full day or an alternate schedule? 
The in-person school day will be a full day (same start and end times as 
previous years).   
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If a student wishes to stay home and do distance learning for a 
quarter or the rest of the year, how will that affect: 1) their grades 2) 
their access to school/college counseling 3) sports team participation 
if/when sports will happen? 4) Can a student opt to go distance 
learning for the entire year or is it done on a quarter to quarter 
basis? 
1. Grades will be based on student's academic performance and work 
submissions.  
2. Whether in-person or on distance learning, all students will have full 
access to our school counseling and college counseling programming.  
Students who are at home will be able to access their counselor via 
Google Meet, phone, and email.   College counseling programming 
(evening presentations, parent meetings, etc) will be delivered via 
livestream.   
3. According to representatives from the New York State Education 
Department students will have the “opportunity to participate in 
interscholastic athletics if they are receiving credit for three courses and 
physical education, regardless of the education platform utilized by the 
school district (i.e. remote only, hybrid, etc.).   Students who opt for a 
remote only education because of the COVID-19 crisis would be eligible 
for interscholastic athletics (when permitted) if they meet the Bona Fide 
student regulation above.   Please note, as of August 10, 2020, 
interscholastic athletics continue to be prohibited by state officials.”   
4. For elementary students decisions can be changed at the trimester (first 
grading period) MS and HS students at the end of the first semester (end 
of January). 

If school is closed due to a COVID-19 outbreak, is Hauppauge 
prepared to switch to distance learning on a full-time basis?  
Yes our schedule will remain the same in-person or on distance learning. 

If we decide to homeschool this year, can we return to the District for 
in-person education in the future?  
Yes, all District residents always have the opportunity to return to our 
schools.  
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QUESTIONS ABOUT MASKS

If desks are separated by six feet, do students have to wear masks 
while seated at their desks? 
Yes, students will wear masks with mask breaks supervised by the teacher. 

Will there be procedures in place to address students who remove 
their masks without permission?  
Yes, grade/age-level appropriate procedures will be developed and 
communicated by building administrators.   It is expected that students 
adhere to all building rules, including wearing proper face coverings.   

What will a “mask break” look like at the different levels? 
 
Elementary Mask Breaks: 
To have 100% of our students back in the building, masks must be worn 
when we can’t maintain 6 feet of distance or 12 feet of distance when in 
gym, music or recess. Students will be given mask breaks throughout the 
day. When students and staff are all seated 6 feet apart, a mask break can 
occur. This could also happen during instructional time. An example could 
be during a Read Aloud. All students and staff are seated 6 feet apart, a 
teacher could direct everyone to take a mask break and would then 
engage the students in the Read Aloud. During lunch, all students will be 
seated 6 feet apart and eat without masks. 

Middle School Mask Breaks: 
Masks are one of the most essential components to support the health and 
safety of all. The Middle School is committed to bringing 100 percent of 
our students back full time. To be able to do so, we must require that 
masks are worn at all times with the exception of lunch, designated mask 
breaks, and times in which students can be brought outside and 
appropriately social distanced. We want our students to be as safe and as 
comfortable as possible. We will work with our faculty and staff to 
schedule mask breaks and opportunities for fresh air (weather permitting) 
throughout the day.  

High School Mask Breaks:  
As a high school that is endeavoring to be back 100% for all students, we 
must adhere to a firm mask policy. Students will be expected to wear 
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masks for the duration of their day, with staggered breaks and 
opportunities to be outside mixed into their day.  Of course, during lunch 
blocks, students will sit and eat without masks. These blocks will be a 
great chance to sit without masks on.   In addition, we imagine that our 
teachers will provide walking breaks for students and that we will build in 
break spaces for our students (and staff) throughout the building.  

Will kindergarten students adhere to the same mask requirements as 
other grade levels? Yes, kindergarten students will adhere to mask 
requirements.   Of course, our kindergarten teachers will monitor their 
students to determine the frequency and duration of the breaks.   

Will there be exceptions for students who have asthma or another 
medical condition that prevents them from being able to tolerate a 
mask?  
As advised by our District Physician, the District is unaware of any 
medical condition (i.e. asthma) that would prevent an individual from 
wearing a mask.   In rare situations, students with special needs may be 
granted an exemption, if approved by the District Physician.   

Will masks be required during Physical Education?  Is it safe to wear 
a mask while exercising?   
Students will be required to wear masks when moving throughout the 
building. Depending on the activity and arrangement of the learning 
space, students may be able to remove masks. New York State Health 
Department Guidelines suggest a distance of twelve feet is maintained 
between individuals while participating in activities that require aerobic 
activity and result in heavy breathing. Learning environments will be 
altered to make sure proper distancing is maintained. 

Will masks be required during recess? 
Students will be required to wear masks at school any time that they 
cannot be six feet away from another student or staff member. 

If a student’s mask falls on the floor or is contaminated in some other 
way, will there be a replacement process? 
Yes, students will be provided with replacement masks if needed.   

Are clear masks an option? 
Yes, clear masks are acceptable.   
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Can I be certain my child’s teacher and classmates will be wearing 
masks?   
Yes, with the exception of mask breaks, your child’s teacher and 
classmates will be wearing masks.  

Can a student wear a face shield instead of a mask? 
Students can wear a face shield in addition to a mask, but not in 
replacement of a mask.  

How will students participate in Band while wearing face masks? 
Students cannot play most band instruments with face masks. The Band 
has been divided into small groups for safety. The whole band will not be 
meeting simultaneously this year. Students will be asked to keep their 
mask on but pulled down to their chin while playing. Students will be 
separated to play. Band will be held outdoors as much as possible.  

How will we address word pronunciation issues with students 
wearing masks?   
Clear masks will be utilized to support pronunciation as guided by the 
classroom teacher.   

Will the District revisit the mask policy?  If so, when? 
The decision to revisit the mask policy will be dependent on guidance 
from the Governor and Department of Health.  

Why is the District requiring masks all day, even when students are 
socially distanced? 
The mask requirement is out of an abundance of caution to provide 
further protection for students and staff. 

If I do not want my child to wear a mask all day, is distance learning 
from home during normal school hours my only option?  
Yes, you may elect for Distance Learning for your child.   

If children are excused from the mask requirement, will other parents 
be informed?   
Mask exemptions would only be granted in concert with our District 
Physician.   As these rare exemptions would involve medical issues, 
student privacy would prevent the District from informing other parents.  
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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
SOCIAL DISTANCING

How will kindergarten teachers address the teaching of social skills 
(building relationships, sharing, etc.) in a socially distanced 
environment? 
Our kindergarten team is highly skilled at teaching social skills and will 
certainly adapt to our new “normal.”   Parents of kindergarteners should 
be on the lookout for information about a kindergarten orientation visit 
during the last week of August, which will provide more information.   

Some students require flexible seating or frequent breaks with 
movement options due to high energy. How will this situation be 
handled in a socially distant environment?  
Teachers will provide breaks and safe movement opportunities as 
needed.   

How many students will be in a class? 
The number of students in each classroom will be determined by the size 
of the classroom  

Will all specials be in the classroom? Will children be able to sing in 
music class? Will an outdoor option for music be possible as well so 
that they can perform and sing? 
Elementary music and art will be “push-in” and be held in the grade level 
classroom and outside. Children will sing with masks. Elementary PE will 
be held in the gym and outside. Elementary library class will be held in 
the library and in the classroom. 
In the Middle School, art will be a “push-in” model and be held in the 
grade level classroom. Music will be in the music rooms and outside. PE 
will be in the gym and outside. 
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In the elementary video I saw, some desks are literally against the 
front wall of the room and/or the Smart board. If all students need to 
face forward, how will they see their teacher if there’s no space for 
him/her to stand at the front? How will they actually see the Smart 
board? What about the students against the back wall?  
Having all students in-person five days each week requires that we utilize 
every inch of classroom space, in some cases, in ways we might not have 
previously.   If fitting all students safely in a classroom necessitates a less 
than ideal desk location, students will be rotated throughout the year and 
teachers will ensure every student can access all lessons.   

For the Middle School and High School, how many students are 
allowed to be in the hallway during passing?   Are there protocols 
that students need to follow for passing in the hallway and bathroom 
usage? How many students are allowed in the bathroom at the same 
time? 
The Middle School will utilize cohorting to limit movement throughout 
the building.   Both the Middle School and High School will implement 
directional hallways and “up” and “down” staircases.   Bathroom capacity 
will be limited to fifty percent (for example, a bathroom with four stalls 
can have two people at a time).     

Have class sizes been reduced to 50% capacity? 
Class capacity is determined by the size of the classroom.  The number of 
students permitted in each classroom is based upon the number of desks 
and available floor space.   Mr. Rosini (Director of Facilities) has used the 
“NYSED classroom capacity calculator” in each classroom, district-wide.   

Will kindergarten students be encouraged to make new friends? Work 
and play in small groups? I’m concerned that they will be missing out 
on those important kindergarten lessons. 
Absolutely!   Kindergarten students will be encouraged to play and enjoy 
school with their classmates.   

For the Middle School and High School, will lockers be used? 
No, students will not use lockers.   

How will students socially distance during arrival and dismissal, and 
on the bus? 
Staff will work to keep students distanced as they arrive and depart 
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school.   Students will sit one student per row on the bus to maintain 
social distancing.   
Will students be required to change clothes for physical education? 
To start the school year, students will be required only to be in athletic 
clothing and footwear and will not be required to change. 

Will the teacher be able to leave their desk and walk around the room 
or will they have to stand in one place during lessons due to the 
camera and social distancing?  
Teachers will be able to leave their desks, but will need to maintain social 
distancing.   
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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
OVERFLOW CLASSROOMS 

If an overflow classroom is needed, how will it be decided which 
students will be in the overflow classroom?  
Students will be rotated equitably through overflow rooms. 

If an overflow classroom is needed, will the adult in that classroom 
be able to answer questions or help students with the lesson if 
needed? 
Depending on the frequency of overflow rooms, this is challenging to 
answer.  If we have many, many overflow rooms (we’re trying to limit the 
number of overflow rooms), then we’ll have a larger challenge to provide 
more than supervision.   However, if we have limited overflow rooms, 
then we’ll be able to arrange strategic supervision.   

If an overflow classroom is needed, who (which adult role) will be 
with students in that classroom?   
Depending on the frequency of overflow situations, the adult supervising 
a room could be of a variety of roles. 

If an overflow classroom is needed, will the adult in that room 
prompt students to reconnect with their class via Google Meet? 
Overflow rooms will have a structured process with clear expectations. 

If a student is in an overflow classroom, how will they get their 
teacher’s attention to ask a question mid-lesson if the “camera is 
off”?   
Teachers will develop systems for this that will be clearly communicated 
to students during the opening weeks of school.  

If an overflow classroom is needed, will parents know ahead of time 
if their child will be in an overflow room for a specific day?  How far 
in advance?  Can parents keep students home on “overflow days”? 
In the event overflow classrooms are needed, the District will 
communicate with parents regarding schedule and potential options.  
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If an overflow classroom is consistently needed, will additional class 
sections be added?  What will be the threshold? 
Depending on school building, the answer to this question is different.  
This noted, we always search for answers and think in ways that are as 
flexible as possible.   

Would rehiring teachers eliminate the need for overflow 
classrooms?  
Possibly, however, this would not solve all of the challenges.  

If a high school student is in an overflow classroom for his/her first 
class, will they stay in overflow for every class on that day?  
No, they will have a rotation. If they have multiple classes that require 
overflow rooms, then they will have an equitable overflow arrangement in 
each class.   There’s a chance that a student would have two overflow 
classes in one day, though it is unlikely and would be a random 
experience.   

How will High School students know if they need to be in overflow 
for a particular class during the day, if overflow depends on class size 
and it is on a rotation? 
Teachers will communicate this with students directly.   Students will 
know ahead of time. 

Will we be able to confirm if a specific grade is going to need 
overflow classroom(s) before we decide if we will send our child in-
person or do distance learning?  
This is a bit of a chicken and egg type of question. Schools need to know 
how many students will be in the building to determine overflow needs, 
and parents want to know the specifics of the overflow situation before 
making a decision.   Yet, we do not recommend that a parent makes a 
decision on the format for learning based solely on this possibility, since 
overflow will be a small part of the school experience for students.  

Have portable classroom trailers and/or temporary shelter tents been 
explored to provide more classroom space? 
Depending on the school building, having more classroom space does not 
necessarily provide a benefit.  At the High School, for example, we would 
need more larger spaces than already analyzed to prevent overflow 
issues.  We do not need more spaces. Across all buildings we are working 
to secure tents for outdoor spaces and to provide flexible arrangements 
for teachers. 
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If an overflow classroom is needed, will students from multiple grade 
levels occupy the same overflow classroom? 
At the High School, at this point (August 14th), this is a possibility. 
However, we are working to solve this and have a few overflow spaces.  
At the MS, overflow spaces will support individual grade levels. 

If an overflow classroom is needed, will students be in that room for 
a lesson or the entire day?  
No, at the High School, overflow rooms would be used solely for the 
period they are in. 
At the MS, the flow of students to the overflow space will be randomized, 
yet clearly scheduled.   

If an overflow classroom is needed, will it be equitable across 
sections?  
Yes, most classes of the same section are similarly sized.   If that were to 
change, we’d be making the decision to drive down the frequency of 
overflow rooms and increase access to teachers in-person. 

Which grades will have overflow rooms at which buildings? 
Through the month of August, we will be studying this closely. In all 
cases, we’re working to limit overflow situations as much as possible.    

How many overflow classrooms will be necessary? 
This will be known after the parents survey is completed.   Once the 
District knows how many students will be in school, we can determine the 
number of potential overflow rooms.   

If there is only one extra student, would that student be in an 
overflow classroom alone? 
It is unlikely that one student would be in an overflow classroom.   The 
solution to this would vary across buildings.  

If students rotate in and out of an overflow classroom throughout the 
day, will the desks be disinfected? 
Yes, desks will be disinfected between uses. 

Will an additional section be broken at Forest Brook in grade 4 to 
avoid the need for overflow rooms?  
Yes, Forest Brook now has three sections of grade 4; no overflow 
classroom is needed. 
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Will an additional section be broken at Forest Brook in grade 1 to 
avoid the need for overflow rooms?  
Yes, Forest Brook now has three sections of grade 1; no overflow 
classroom is needed. 

Will sections be broken at Bretton Woods to avoid the need for 
overflow rooms? 
A section was recently added at Bretton Woods to solve an overflow 
situation (grade 4). 

If an overflow classroom is needed, will students in the overflow 
room be watching their teacher on a device or watching a live teacher 
in the overflow classroom? 
Students in an overflow room will not have a teacher instructing them in 
that space; however, they will be connected to the class in some way. This 
situation will change based on grade level, content area, and instructional 
level.   
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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
SCHEDULE

Looking at the schedule, the science and ELA block is 2 1/2 hours. 
Could the special/prep schedule be adjusted to have more flexibility 
with breaks, as it looks like kids will have a special/prep after only 20 
minutes of instruction? 
• At the High School, all blocks are between 70 and 80 minutes.  
• At the Middle School, the periods will be for 40 minutes (as they 

have always been) 

When will parents know their childrens’ schedule and their on/off 
days? How about siblings? 
All student schedules will be shared during the last week of August.  
Overflow situations will be communicated as needed.   

The middle school schedule does not include a period for foreign 
language. Has that been excluded? 
No, this was a typo in the image shared in the Reopening presentation.  It 
has since been corrected.  

Will there be opportunities for small group instruction?  
Yes.   Teachers will work creatively to build opportunities for small group 
instruction.  

How will students who attend BOCES in the morning be able to 
follow your current hybrid plan? 
There should be no impact on students who attend BOCES.  

Will there be buses to/from BOCES? For students who attend BOCES, 
will their onsite block for classes at Hauppauge High School be 
scheduled in the afternoon?  
Yes, there are no shifts to BOCES programming.  Buses will take students 
to/from BOCES.   

When will BOCES be revealing their reopening plan and how will that 
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be incorporated into the High School’s plan? 
The plan is fully incorporated into our plan.   BOCES plans to be back 
100% in person. 

Will the High School block schedule include classes like Physical 
Education and Band? 
Yes, all classes are included in the High School schedule.   

Will High School students be switching classes? 
Yes, but less often as we are now on a form of “Block Scheduling” this 
year.   As opposed to switching classes 8 times (the past), this year 
students will switch classes 4 times a day.   

Will High School seniors have the option of late start? 
If in their schedule they will have a late start, they will have a late start.  
However, the late start may only be every other day.   Late start options 
are now expanded. For example, if a student had 1st and 2nd period 
open, they can have a late start every day.   Based on our schedule, 
students will have to ensure they know the days they can arrive late and 
days they must arrive on time.   As schedules are shared, there will be 
coaching on this.   

If school closes at any time, will the students follow this schedule 
from home?   
Yes, students will have one schedule to remember this school year, 
regardless of format (onsite or distance learning).   

Why is the High School moving to a block scheduling model, while 
the Middle School is keeping a nine-period day? 
The High School team worked to design a schedule that preserved the 
program, reduced transitions, and allowed for students to fully engage 
with their learning.   Without massive changing to programming and the 
student experience, the High School is unable to incorporate a cohort 
model.   To help minimize hallway traffic and reduce transitions, while 
still allowing full program opportunities and creating an option that easily 
moves between in-person and online instruction, going with the block 
model offered the most positive outcomes.   We believe our students can 
thrive academically in this model.  At the Middle School, there is less 
variation in student courses.   Grouping students in cohorts at the Middle 
School is much more possible, and allows students to stay in one location 
more consistently throughout their nine-period day.   
When is the first day of school for students? 

                 Hauppauge Public Schools: Reopening FAQ 23



Depending on the building, students will have some requirements on 
Wednesday, September 2nd through Friday, September 4th.   Students 
may be able to come to the buildings on those days too.   However, 
students will fully return to school on Tuesday, September 8th.   

How will you handle the schedule/cohort for students in honors 
classes (Middle School)? 
Students in Regents Biology in Science 7 will be part of a cohort.   
All Middle School students will have access to all of their planned 
courses.  Cohorting will be utilized whenever possible in the Middle 
School.   

How are math and ELA labs being handled at the Middle School if the 
students are in small cohorts? 
All Middle School students will have access to all of their planned 
courses.  Cohorting will be utilized whenever possible in the Middle 
School.   

Will students at the Middle School have the same teacher for all 
academic subjects? 
No, the teachers of different academic subjects will rotate into the 
classroom. 

Will the seniors be taking senior portraits?  If so, when? 
Yes, date and process information will be shared during the week of 
August 24.  

What about BOCES?   What is their plan and how will that be 
incorporated into the new schedule format?   Can my child attend 
BOCES in person and regular classes from home? 
The BOCES programs are independent of our high school, however we 
formatted our schedule so students can still attend BOCES without 
restriction.   There would be some challenges associated with attending 
BOCES in-person and selecting distance learning for Hauppauge High 
School courses.  Families considering this should contact the High School 
administration to discuss.  

Will students with class D licenses be encouraged to drive to/from 
BOCES? 
This would be up to BOCES, however, they traditionally do not allow 
students to drive to their campuses. 
Will grading resemble pre-COVID-19 grading practices, or the grading 
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from the spring? 
We expect that grading will be conducted in a manner similar to pre-
COVID; however, as instructional models shift, it is expected that some 
grading practices will shift.   

Will there be Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra, Chorus, Chamber 
Singers, Band, and/or Wind Ensemble this year? 
Yes.  

There is mention of having physical education outdoors, but how will 
it be handled when outdoors is not an option? 
It will take place inside.   

What will music classes be like in-person and online? Specifically, 
classes like AP music theory and band at the high school.  
These courses will run, per usual, and the instructors will make 
modifications to how the structure the class to adhere to guidelines and 
deliver top-end musical instruction.   

And how will other liberal arts classes be restructured to adapt to the 
circumstances? 
There is a lot of research around the block approach to teaching and 
learning. Teachers will be trying out many best practices.   We’ll have a 
learning curve, however, we believe our teachers will quickly adapt -- and 
teaching and learning will look slightly differently than it has historically 
at the High School.   
  
Will there be handouts or homework? 
Handouts will be limited. As much as possible, resources will be digitized 
and shared through Google Classroom.   There will be homework, and 
that will vary depending on grade, level and course.   

Will high school students have lunch periods? 
Yes. The “normal” lunch periods are scheduled on A and D days, and 
every student will have a lunch period on B and C days at the same time. 

Will High school students be paperless - meaning all schoolwork/
homework completed online? 
There will be some paperwork.   However, it is likely that much of the 
work will be digital.   

What does Physical Education look like for students who are on 
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distance learning?   
Mr. Butler is working with the Physical Education teachers to provide 
district-created and district-curated content for students at home.  
Teachers will have students join the appropriate Google Classroom to 
access recorded videos, resources and online content.   

How will period 10 at the High School be utilized? 
First and foremost, this is a chance for students to eat.   In addition, 
school announcements will be displayed at this time.   Finally, we’ll use 
this for myriad reasons, including: study hall, meetings with students, 
decompression time, SEL instruction and support, etc.   

What is the status of Driver's Ed for the students who were taking it 
in the spring? 
We are awaiting guidance from NYS on this. We have not been given 
clearance to continue; however, once we can, we will continue the 
program from where we left off. 

Will Middle School clubs and sports be up and running in September? 
If  not, when do you expect them to resume? 
Clubs are not scheduled to begin to open the school year.   Principals and 
district leaders will be considering ways to begin clubs as the year 
progresses.   

If an A/B schedule is used in the High School, what determines who 
goes to school on which day? 
At the High School, we do not plan on using an A/B Schedule.  

How can Physical Education be done safely and "social distancing", 
especially if there are no sports allowed and all gyms in NY State are 
remaining closed?   
Our Physical Education teachers, in coordination with their director, Mr. 
Butler, are working hard to think through the best way to instruct PE.   
Curriculum will be adjusted to accommodate social distancing 
requirements. Students will be appropriately distanced and activities will 
be adjusted to meet all health and safety standards. In Physical Education 
there will be more of a focus on individual pursuits, rather than team 
sports or activities as well as endeavors that require little or no 
equipment. 

In addition to mental and emotional training for our teachers and 
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administration, have we considered diversity training? 
Diversity / Cultural Competency training has been a part of our ongoing 
professional development for more than a few years.   For example, how 
to acknowledge diverse learners, while keeping in mind diverse life 
situations, is an essential component of training provided by Research for 
Better Teaching, Search Inside Yourself and Effective School Solutions.  
At this point, an overwhelming majority of our teachers are trained in one 
or multiple of these programs.   We will continue to explore professional 
development that can prepare our teachers/staff to be as effective as 
possible for all students.   
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QUESTIONS ABOUT PUPIL 
PERSONNEL SERVICES 
AND AIS 

How will AIS be provided?  
Students will continue to receive AIS services as identified in our District 
MTSS plan. Providers will meet with students in-person and/or via live 
instruction on Google Meet.  

My child currently receives 1:1 instruction for specific areas.   If I 
choose distance learning, will my child still receive her 1:1 lessons, 
and will they be scheduled around her other main academic 
subjects?  
Students will continue to receive the services listed in the IEP whether in-
person or on distance learning.   

How does the school week work for a child with a 1:1 aide and in 
self-contained classes? 
Students will continue to receive the support of a 1:1 aide. Any time an 
aide/TA is less than 6 feet away from their assigned student, they will be 
wearing a mask/appropriate PPE.  

How will we support students who are ADHD or ADD who may need 
support if they are to stay in one classroom all day?  
Students with ADHD will still have the opportunity to take breaks 
throughout the day. Students will be able to move about the building for a 
walk with a mask, if needed. Unmasked breaks can be taken outdoors.  

How are you instructing children with IEP services, especially those 
with co-teaching services? 
In person: Students will receive the specialized instruction from their 
Special Education teacher.  
Distance Learning: Special education students that are in ICT classes will 
continue to receive instruction from both the general education and 
special education teacher. Modifications and accommodations will be 
implemented through the use of Google Classroom and Google Meet.  
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If a child has a 504  and normally has testing accommodations (extra 
time, test read, etc.), would that still happen if the child is onsite?  
Yes, students will continue to receive their accommodations as outlined in 
the 504 or IEP.  

If a child has a 504 and normally has testing accommodations (extra 
time, test read, etc.), would that still happen if the child is home for 
distance learning? 
Yes, all accommodations will be provided to the greatest extent possible.  

How will we handle students with IEPs if an overflow room is in 
place for a particular ICT class? 
Students with IEPs will rotate into an overflow room in the same way 
general education students are rotated. The special education teacher 
and/or support staff will continue to implement the IEP.  

What will “Resource Room” look like in the distance learning model? 
Students will log in through Google Meet to receive their resource room.  

How will the district meet the IEP goals and provide the services of a 
student within the distance learning model? 
Teachers will continue to monitor IEP progress through the use of Google 
Classroom and Google Meet. 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
ORIENTATION 

Will kindergarten students have an orientation?   Will kindergarten 
parents get to meet the teacher and principal before school starts? 
Yes!   Each elementary school will hold a kindergarten orientation during 
the last week of August.   Kindergarten students will be invited in small 
groups to visit their classroom and meet their teacher.  One parent will be 
permitted to attend the orientation, which will last approximately an 
hour.   Students and parents will meet their teacher and the building 
principal at the orientation.   

Will sixth grade students have an orientation? 
Yes!   The Middle School is finalizing plans for sixth grade orientation, 
which will be during the last week of August.  Students will visit and tour 
the Middle School in small groups, meet the Principal, Assistant Principal, 
and other key staff members.   

How do we know what supplies are needed? 
All supply lists are available on the individual building websites (linked 
below).   Parents are asked to label all supplies with student names, as 
students will not be sharing any supplies this year.   
Bretton Woods Supply Lists 
Forest Brook Supply Lists 
Pines Supply Lists 

Will there be a walkthrough day before school starts? 
Orientation events will be held during the last week of August for all 
students transitioning into a new school building (Kindergarten, Grade 6, 
and Grade 9).   

Would the District consider half-day kindergarten? 
At this time, the District is not considering half-day kindergarten.  
Hauppauge’s full-day kindergarten curriculum lays the foundation for the 
academic work accomplished in elementary school and beyond.   
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Will we hear from our principal and maybe get a walk through? Is it 
possible to have a school-specific virtual meeting or something where 
our administration will explain our building and our classrooms and 
drop off procedures and things that will be clear to all us parents 
since we know that building? 
Each building principal has an introductory video on our reopening 
website.   These pages will be updated with more information as the 
opening of school nears.   All necessary details (drop off information, 
procedural changes, etc) will be communicated in advance of school 
opening.   

How can parents support teachers in the classroom at this time? Is 
there something we should work on with them to prepare our 
students for any grade to help make it an easy transition for 
everyone?  
Thank you for this thoughtful question!   As we have not been in school 
since February, it is anticipated that students may have difficulty 
separating from their parents.   If you are able to schedule even short 
times of separation (for example, a safe and socially distanced drop off 
play date with a neighbor or family member), this might help with school 
reentry.   Please also review the mask and hand washing requirements 
with your child.   If students have not been out or worn masks, try 
wearing masks at home for periods of time to “get used” to the feeling.  
For younger students, please work on proper and independent hand 
washing.   

Will the students be walked to their classroom on the first day? 
Any elementary student who needs help getting to his or her classroom 
will be escorted.   
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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
SAFETY AND PHYSICAL 
PLANT 

Will all desks be six feet apart K-12?   Will all desks have sneeze 
guards? 
Student classrooms have been designed with desks 6 feet apart, inclusive 
of Kindergarten.   The District has ordered sneeze guards for individual 
desks in grades K-8.  With the sneeze guards in place, the District may be 
able to avoid an overflow room if a few desks in a given space are slightly 
less than 6 feet apart.  

If elementary closet space has to be used for desks, where will 
students store their jackets, backpacks, etc? 
Students will store their jackets and backpacks at their desks and/or on 
the backs of their chairs. 

What steps will be taken to ensure students do not share supplies/
materials? 
Students will not use communal supplies.   In the elementary schools, all 
students will have their own desk where they will store their own 
individual belongings in things such as zipper bags and small storage bins. 

There are supply lists posted on the school website. Some of these 
supplies are communal supplies. Will there continue to be communal 
supplies in the classrooms, or can parents opt out of that and provide 
their children with their own personal supplies (i.e. pencils, glue) 
only? 
Supplies purchased by parents will be utilized for their child(ren) only.  
There will be no communal supplies.   

If a child travels to a non-restricted state (ex. Connecticut) will they 
be advised to not attend in person classes? Or will that just apply to 
high risk states? 
Students will only be required to quarantine if they visit a high risk 
state.   
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Is there a predetermined infection rate that would force the closing 
of individual schools? If so, what is it?  Is it the infection rate for the 
County?   Town?   State?   What about if there is an outbreak among 
staff only?  
The Governor has indicated that schools in a region will close if the 
infection rate in that region rises over 9 percent.   

Will there be recess?  How many classes will have recess at the same 
time?  How will playground equipment be cleaned and disinfected? 
Yes, there will be recess for all classes at the elementary level.   Custodial 
staff will be monitoring outdoor equipment use to be cleaned and 
disinfected.   

Will there be monitoring of hand washing for elementary students to 
be sure they are doing so properly? Will the school ensure students 
wash their hands after using the bathroom? 
Yes.   Verbal and visual hand and respiratory hygiene reminders will be 
utilized daily. 

How will specials like Library and Art be handled? Will there be 
shared materials/supplies? 
Specials will push-in to the classroom. Physical Education will go outside 
as weather permits.  There will be no sharing of materials/supplies. 

If a student shows signs of  illness and has to be sent to an isolation 
area, where is that? What does it look like and who is supervising?  
What if there are several children all with different symptoms? Do 
you have the ability to isolate more than one child at a time?  
Each building has a designated isolation within each building. The 
designated area will be supervised by appropriate personnel.   The 
designated areas will allow for social distancing of ill children. 

Will students have music?  And will they be singing with masks on? 
Musical instruction will take place with face coverings when 12 feet 
distance is not attainable. 

What about students with allergies?   If students are eating lunch in 
the classroom, will the classroom be nut free? 
Buildings are not nut free. Parents are encouraged not to send in food that 
contains nuts. When eating in classrooms or the cafeteria, all students will 
eat at their own desk/table and be 6 feet away from all other students. 
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Can parents get an exemption for their students to not participate in 
Physical Education? 
The NYS guidance has not provided an exemption for participation in 
physical education.   The District continues to require medical notes for 
those students physically unable to participate in physical education. 

What will the teacher PPE consist of and will it include clear masks 
for visualization purposes?  
Teachers will be permitted to wear clear face masks, provided that they 
comply with the District face covering policies.   Face shields (to be worn 
with masks), gowns and gloves will be available upon request for staff 
members.   

How do you plan to clean each room between periods when one set 
of students leave and the next set enters? 
Classrooms K-12 will be equipped with food grade sanitizing wipes to be 
utilized between student transitions.   Classrooms K-8 will not experience 
student transitions during the school day. 

How do you plan on enforcing social distancing and face mask 
coverings if students are non compliant? Is there anyway for students 
and families to report (anonymously) non compliant students, 
faculty, and staff?  
Staff will address each individual not following District protocol 
consistent with the code of conduct. 

Will classes that inherently require close proximity (physical 
education, music classes, science labs) be social distance compliant? 
How will this be ensured?  
When 6 feet (or 12 feet for music and physical education) of distance is 
unable to be maintained, a face covering is required.  

What types of cleaning chemicals will be used while kids are in the 
building? 
Disinfectant, sanitizer and multi-purpose cleaner will be used. District 
staff does not clean while students are close proximity. 

What exact cleaning products/hand sanitizers are being used?   
• Cleaning product - Glance & Stride by Diversey 
• Disinfectant - Virex 256 by Diversey 
• Food Grade Sanitizer - J512 by Diversey 
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Will there be paper towels in all restrooms?  
Yes, restrooms will have paper towels. 

How many students will be in classrooms? 
The number of students in individual classrooms will vary by building, 
grade, and content area. 

For any classroom in the Middle School and/or High School that is 
used by different students throughout the day, how often and by 
whom will the desks be sanitized between periods?  
Classrooms K-12 will be equipped with food grade sanitizing wipes to be 
utilized between student transitions.   Classrooms K-8 will not experience 
student transitions during the school day. 

Are reusable water bottles allowed?   Will refilling stations be 
accessible? 
Yes. Touchless refilling stations will be accessible; however the bubbler 
function (fountain) will be disabled. 

How will the classroom bathrooms be cleaned? Will it be after each 
use? Periodically?  
Bathrooms will be cleaned and disinfected on at least a daily basis, with 
high contact areas cleaned on a more frequent basis. 

Will the classrooms be "disinfected" after snack and lunch or just 
"cleaned?" Which product will be used for this? Who will be 
responsible for cleaning/disinfecting at these times of the day? 
Classrooms will be equipped with food grade sanitizing wipes (J-512 
Sanitizer by Diversey) to be utilized between student transitions.  
Classrooms K-8 will not experience transitions during the school day. 

What ventilation will be in the classrooms? Will parents be able to 
provide air purifiers or air conditioning if the school doesn’t have 
them? 
Classrooms have either a univent or are part of a larger HVAC unit, an air 
handler. 

Has ventilation and air flow in classrooms been improved, especially 
those that do not have air conditioning? 
The fresh air intake for each classroom univent and air handler has been 
increased. We encourage the opening of windows when it is safe to do so 
for students and the outside temperatures deem appropriate.  
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Will classes be encouraged to use outdoor spaces in good weather to 
allow for greater spacing and open air?   
Yes, classes will be encouraged to use outdoor spaces.   

Will Middle School and High School students be able to carry 
backpacks throughout their day? 
Yes, Middle School and High School students will be allowed to carry 
backpacks.   

Who will be supplying the school with adequate cleaning supplies? 
How often will things be cleaned? 
The District Facilities Department has acquired adequate cleaning 
supplies.   Frequently touched surfaces will be disinfected multiple times 
daily. 

Will students use lockers?  If so, how will they stay clean? 
No, lockers will not be used.  

How many classrooms do not have 6 feet between their desks? 
The District’s plan is to maintain desks 6 feet apart and utilize overflow 
rooms as necessary. Plans can be finalized once educational models (in-
person/distance learning) are selected by parents. 

I have a child who suffers from severe seasonal allergies in the fall 
and spring. In the past I would never keep him home unless very 
severe and the nurse had his medication. I am curious if I will be 
made to keep him home if he is suffering from allergies as he could 
wind up missing several days of school unnecessarily. Please clarify 
what the rule/procedure will be. 
It is not necessary to keep your child home if they have allergies  

Are you increasing nursing staff in any of the buildings?  
No. 

How many nurses will each building have and will there still be a 
floating nurse to cover their lunch breaks/days off? 
At this time the District nursing staff will be one full nurse at each 
building with a floating nurse to support lunch breaks.  
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If the temperature of each student is being taken as they enter the 
building, where will the students who are waiting at social distance 
in the event of inclement weather? 
Building principals will organize arrival procedures to the best of our 
abilities. Please dress children appropriately in the event of inclement 
weather.   

Will bus drivers have to have their temperature taken prior to 
driving? 
All staff are required to complete a health questionnaire prior to reporting 
to work. 

Are classrooms at the High School air conditioned?  Middle School? 
The majority, if not all, classrooms at both buildings are air conditioned. 

Forehead infrared thermometers are unsafe when used on the 
forehead due to pineal gland being exposed daily to the infrared 
light. This can damage the gland and be dangerous. Could they be 
aimed at the forearm instead? 
The District plans to employ multiple temperature scanning methods.  All 
are deemed safe by our District Physician.   

Will the district be employing Merv 13 filters for HVAC?   Did the 
school district install HVAC filters throughout the District? 
Yes, all air handlers have been upgraded to Merv 13 filters.  

If we are using additional entrances, are there additional security 
measures? 
Additional security staff will be on-site during arrival and dismissal at 
each building. 

How do I get medication to the nurse’s office for the start of school? 
Each building will communicate with families regarding all back to school 
protocols 

If a teacher is absent, who will fill in for the class?    Will per diem 
substitute teachers still be used?  
Yes, in the event of a teacher absence, a substitute teacher will be 
utilized.   
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Will those teachers also be subbing in other districts?  
It is possible that substitute teachers may also be working in other 
districts. 

How will a qualified teacher for that particular subject be chosen?  
If a long term substitute is needed, the District will secure a substitute 
teacher with the appropriate certification.   

Are there any measures being taken to address potential new 
guidelines from recent studies that show Covid-19 is airborne? If so, 
are any portable filtration measures being introduced to classrooms, 
as no mechanical systems are present that can be upgraded to HEPA 
filtration? 
All air handlers have been upgraded to Merv 13 filters and the fresh air 
intake for each classroom univent and air handler has been increased. We 
encourage the opening of windows when it is safe to do so for students 
and the outside temperatures deem appropriate. The District is not using 
portable filtration measures at this time. 

Will the District have full transparency in letting the parents know if 
there are any positive cases of COVID-19 affecting faculty, staff, and 
students in any of the schools? For example, a heath notification like 
the ones that are sent home if the school has an outbreak of Fifths 
Disease or lice?  
Yes, letters will be sent home by the building and/or District consistent 
with other health related issues. 

Before, when students got ill in school with fever, vomiting, and 
diarrhea, the rule was to stay home for 24 hours symptom free. But 
now, those symptoms are found on the list of COVID-19 symptoms. 
Will a mandatory COVID-19 test result showing that they are free and 
clear to return to school be necessary? 
If a person has symptoms consistent with COVID-19 and was not 
diagnosed by a healthcare provider (physician, nurse practitioner, or 
physician assistant) with COVID-19 they can return to school: 
• Once there is no fever, without the use of fever reducing medicines, 

and they have felt well for 24 hours. 
• If they have been diagnosed with another condition AND have a 

healthcare provider written note stating they may return to school. 
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What happens if you have two children from the same home and one 
goes to school and has a fever?   Do both get sent home even if they 
are in different schools?  
When anyone in the home has symptoms, everyone in the home should 
stay home until a negative COVID test is confirmed or symptoms are gone. 

What, in detail, will the protocol be for students that are within a 
classroom with a teacher or student that discovers they are positive 
for COVID-19?  
The District will work together with the Suffolk County Department 
of Health Services, which recommends the following: 
This scenario would be decided on a case-by-case basis. There would be 
many factors considered including age of students, time spent in the 
classroom, and size of the classroom. If all were wearing face coverings 
and practicing social distancing, the likelihood of further positive cases 
from that cohort is minimal. These individuals might be considered 
proximate contacts and should be monitored for symptoms. The District 
may decide to make notifications to students and staff in the classroom or 
building, even those  who are not deemed close contacts. 

Will all students in a classroom with a positive COVID-19 case be 
asked to remain home for two weeks or until they have a negative 
test? What would be expected of their siblings?  
If the students are considered “close contact,” they will need to quarantine 
for 14 days following the last contact with the person with the positive 
test. As per Suffolk County Department of Health Services the contact of a 
contact (sibling) will not need to quarantine unless symptoms develop.  

Will the District be providing more info about the Contact Tracing 
and the Testing Requirements that will be adhered to?    
The District will assist the local health department with tracing the 
transmission of COVID-19. 
The Hauppauge School District is assisting with contact tracing by:  
1. Keeping accurate attendance records of students and staff members.  
2. Ensuring student schedules are up-to-date.  
3. Keeping a log of any visitor, which includes date and time, and where 
in the school they visited.  
4. Assisting the local health departments in tracing all contacts of 
individuals who test positive for COVID-19 in accordance with the 
protocol, training, and tools provided through the NYS Contact Tracing 
Program.  
Confidentiality must be maintained as required by federal and state laws 
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and regulations. School staff shall not try to determine who is to be 
excluded from school based on contact without guidance and direction 
from the local health department. 

If a school has a positive confirmed case of COVID-19, what protocols 
will be in place to prevent any spread? 
Student(s) will be isolated and then sent home.   

Will the children and teachers have to be COVID tested before school 
begins in order to attend in person?   
No, students and teachers will not have to be COVID-19 tested to attend 
school.    

How will it work for families who have multiple children? If one child 
is sick, do all siblings stay home?  
Depending on the symptoms, the NYSED guidelines regarding screening 
are specific. If anyone has been in close contact with someone who has 
had symptoms of COVID-19, they should stay home and monitor their 
health.  

What situations would result in the closing of one school vs the 
whole district?   
This will depend on the number of positive COVID-19 cases and the 
directive given by the Governor and the Department of Health.  

What symptom in the classroom will trigger some kind of cautionary 
action or response?   Who has to have the symptom? Only a child or 
teacher in the class?  
Any symptom consistent with COVID-19, for a student or staff member, 
would trigger a visit to the nurse’s office.   

What if a family member of a teacher or student has COVID-19 or 
symptoms of COVID-19? Will the class be required to “quarantine” or 
take any kind of action?  
No. The teacher or student of the close contact would have to quarantine, 
but the entire class would not.   As per the Suffolk County Department of 
Health, a contact of a contact does not have to quarantine.  

Will teachers be paid if they need to quarantine for personal travel? 
As per the FFCRA, staff will be compensated for 10 days if mandated to 
quarantine.  
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What happens if there is a COVID-19 case in another classroom and a 
child is in the overflow room from that class? Will all the students 
have to quarantine? Will it be all the classrooms that those students 
are in or just the classroom with the case and the overflow room?  
COVID-19 cases and symptoms involving overflow classroom contacts will 
be handled on a case-by-case basis.   

How will notifications for positive cases be handled?  
A positive COVID-19 case will trigger written communication to the class 
and building from the building principal. Close contacts will be directly 
communicated with regarding their need to quarantine.  

Some teachers travel between schools. Are all schools notified if that 
teacher is positive?  
Yes, all relevant schools will be notified.  

How is the school handling students that visit a high risk area during 
a break and then return?  
Students who visit a high risk area will be required to quarantine as per 
the Governor's orders. 

If a child goes home sick will it be mandated that they go and get a 
Covid test based on symptoms?  
No.   Students can return to school after they are symptom-free for 24 
hours without the use of fever reducing medicine AND note from a doctor 
stating they have another condition and may return to school. 

What will happen if the parents disagree with getting the test 
performed?  
To attend school in-person, the required rules must be followed.   

The plan references teachers and students needing to self quarantine 
if they travel - will this be required for states that NYS puts on the 
quarantine list, if so, will students receive distance learning during 
this period of time?   
Yes, students who visit quarantine states will have to quarantine.  
Students will engage in distance learning during their period of 
quarantine.  
  
Is there a plan if an employee chooses not to return to work?  
Yes. 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
TRANSPORTATION 

Will transportation be provided? 
Yes.   However parents/caregivers are strongly encouraged to drive or 
walk their children to school given the pandemic we are facing. 

If parents are encouraged to drive students, how will traffic/
congestion be handled?   Will arrival and dismissal times be 
staggered and drop off/pick up procedures changed so that more 
parents will be able to drive their students? 
Yes.   Each building is reworking their arrival and dismissal protocols and 
procedures based on the anticipated increase in traffic.   Parents will be 
notified of any/all changes by the individual building.   

Will the District determine who gets a bus and who has to be driven/
walked to school? 
Transportation eligibility for a school bus is based on board policy.  Given 
the unique circumstances this year we are strongly encouraging parents to 
drive their children to school.  

Was the mileage for busing changed? 
No, the mileage eligibility for transportation has not changed. 

How spaced out will students be on the bus? 
One child per seat, sitting nearest the window, leaving the seat open 
behind the bus driver. 

Are face masks required to be worn on school buses? 
Yes, all students (and the driver) are required to wear face masks while on 
the bus.  

Can children from the same household sit together in one row on the 
school bus?  How many children in one row? 
Yes, but only if the double seat capacity does not hinder the social 
distancing of students in surrounding seats.  Two students, possibly three 
per row depending on where siblings are seated. 
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Does “students will sit one per row” mean one student by themselves 
or one student with another (two students total)? 
One student per seat, two students per row.  

Are the school buses air conditioned? 
A few school buses are air conditioned, but the majority of the school 
buses are not air conditioned.  

Can high school students (with driver’s licenses) drive themselves to 
school? 
High School students with a valid parking permit may drive themselves to 
school. 

Where will elementary students wait when they are being picked up 
at dismissal?   Will classes and grades be mixed while waiting?   Will 
parents have to get out of their cars to pick students up?   Will there 
be designated pick up times to avoid congestion? 
Each building is reworking their arrival and dismissal protocols and 
procedures based on the anticipated increase in traffic.   Parents will be 
notified of any/all changes by the individual building.  

What is the earliest time students can be dropped off at their 
respective school?   
Arrival/dismissal times are not yet finalized for each of the buildings.   

Will buses be cleaned after every route?   For example, if the bus 
drops students off at the High School in the morning, will it be 
cleaned before picking up elementary students in the morning?   
Yes, buses will be cleaned after each route.   

Will families with more than one child have the same arrival and 
dismissal times?   
Each building is reworking their arrival and dismissal protocols and 
procedures with a goal of coordinating siblings to have the same arrival 
and dismissal times. 

How much time should parents plan for pick up/drop off if they are 
driving their children? 
The allowance of time for pick up/drop off will be unknown until the 
District knows roughly how many vehicles each building can anticipate on 
a school day.   
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If I say I will drive my child, but then there are isolated days when I 
am not able to do so, can they still take the bus? 
We ask for a partnership with parents to commit to driving their children 
for the duration of the educational model selected (in-person/distance 
learning). 

Will there be a matron or monitor on the bus to ensure students are 
adhering to social distancing and face covering rules? 
No.  Bus matrons are only on small buses (vans) when required by an IEP.

                 Hauppauge Public Schools: Reopening FAQ 44



QUESTIONS ABOUT LUNCH 

Will there be a lunch menu provided to parents so they may select 
the lunch for their child? Is the grab and go lunch only cold food 
everyday?  
Yes there will be a menu provided.  The grab and go lunches will include 
cold and hot food options daily. 

Will parents need to prepay for their child's lunch meals? 
It is strongly suggested that parents enroll in My School Bucks to 
eliminate the need for cash transactions in the classroom or designated 
eating area.   

Will students be able to use reusable lunch bags if they get and return 
them to their backpacks on their own? Or does it have to be a brown 
paper bag? 
The District is requiring students who bring their lunch do so in a 
disposable paper bag. 

Are students allowed to bring their own food in? Are there prohibited 
items? 
Yes.   As always, we request that all parents be cognizant of the food that 
comes into school. Please do not send lunch or snacks to school 
containing peanut/nut/seed products. 

Will the kids have lunch in their classroom or in the cafeteria? 
There is a possibility for both, depending on building and class size. 

Will students socially distance during lunch? 
Yes, students will be 6 feet apart during lunch. 

Please explain the common lunch period at the HS? Will the students 
purchase hot lunch, bag lunch, or be required to bring lunch? Where 
will they eat? 
Grab and Go cold and hot lunch will be available or students can bring 
their own lunch.  The students will eat in designated available areas, not 
necessarily the cafeteria.   Details surrounding the High School lunch 
processes will be shared during the week of 8/24. 
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In Middle School, how will students eat lunch? Will students be 
encouraged to eat and sit outside in fair weather to further increase 
spacing?   Might this allow the chance for peers to sit as a hugely 
spaced group and see each other?   Will the entire grade continue to 
eat lunch at the same time? 
Students will eat in designated available areas, which will all be 
determined on in-person enrollment at the building. Details surrounding 
the Middle School (and any specific building) lunch programs will be 
finalized once educational models (in-person/distance learning) are 
selected by parents. 

In the High School, it would appear that day 1 has three lunch 
periods whereas Period 10 appears to be the sole lunch period on day 
2? Is this the case? 
In the High School, Day One has four (4) lunch periods and Day Two has 
one (1) lunch period. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT 
BEFORE AND AFTER CARE 

Will there be SCOPE before/after care this year and at which 
buildings?  If so, where in each building will the program be located? 
SCOPE before and after care will be offered as follows: 
• Bretton Woods & Pines - AM & PM  
• Forest Brook - PM only 

Parents will be notified should the SCOPE locations within each building 
change from prior years as larger spaces may need to be utilized for social 
distancing purposes.  

If both parents are essential workers and you go to an A/B schedule 
will there be childcare available to those parents in some capacity?  
Will SCOPE be running? 
The district is offering full-day in-school or full-day distance learning from 
home, not an A/B schedule. SCOPE will be running their normal before 
and after care as noted above. 
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